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Troops from
 the Arm

y Service Corps at Horner Grange in about 1916. 
After the w

ar the house w
as briefly a m

aternity hom
e, then a hotel until 

Sydenham
 High School took over the building in 1934. 

The house still survives w
ithin the present school. 



In 1916 the Rink Cinem
a in Silverdale w

as 
com

m
andeered by the Arm

y Service Corps.  
 

They rem
ained in occupation until 1919. 

It took a petition to local M
P 

Sir Edw
ard Coates to persuade the arm

y 
to return the building to public use. 

The cinem
a re-opened on 4 August 1919. 

The back of the postcard reads: 
 

“This is a view taken just outside our Dining 
Hall. It is a very typical one at m

eal- 
tim

es, when there is always a crowd of fellows 
about. Between 2 and 3,000 m

en  
sit down to every m

eal! So you can 
gather the num

ber of m
en we have here. 

I live in the sam
e road as this – 77 Silverdale – 

& a very pretty place it is. The whole neighbourhood 
is very pretty & very m

uch like Clifton.” 
 

Herbert Strong, a tea m
erchant, 

lived at 77 Silverdale (now
 157, w

hich still survives) 
w

ith his w
ife and 16 year old daughter. 



Stephen Bason, another m
em

ber of the ASC, 
sent this card to his w

ife Susan in 1918. 
He survived the w

ar, dying at Northam
pton in 1951.  

The Rink Cinem
a w

as dem
olished som

e 20 years ago. 



Airship raids over London, m
ostly from

 Zeppelins, began on 31
st M

ay 1915 
and continued until 20

th October 1917. 

In the early hours of 8
th Septem

ber 1915 a Zeppelin flew
 across SE London. 

It dropped an explosive bom
b over Ilderton Road, New

 Cross, 
killing six people and injuring five. 

At about 11pm
 the sam

e day another Zeppelin flew
 across the City of London. A journalist w

ho w
itnessed this raid w

rote: 
 

”Am
ong the autum

n stars floats a long, gaunt Zeppelin. It is dull yellow – the colour of the harvest m
oon. 

The long fingers of searchlights, reaching up from
 the roofs of the city, are touching all sides of the death m

essenger…
 

Great boom
ing sounds shake the city. They are Zeppelin bom

bs – falling – killing – burning. 
Lesser noises – of shooting –are nearer at hand, the noise of aerial guns sending shrapnel into the sky.” 



“…
 by the way London was badly hit 

by the Zeppelins on two nights last week, 
12 were killed in Canterbury Road, 
Old Kent Road on the first night 

and on the second night 
the destruction in W

ood Street City 
am

ounted to two m
illion pounds. 

 
On this sam

e night a Zep visited our 
neighbourhood and was driven off 

by the guns on One Tree Hill. 
W

e were woken up out of our sleep at 12 o/c 
and had a m

ost exciting tim
e…” 

Although undated, this post card 
m

ust have been w
ritten in 

m
id-Septem

ber 1915. 
 

Canterbury Road, now
 Ilderton 

Road, w
as hit in the 3

rd airship raid 
on 8

th Septem
ber. 

 
W

ood Street w
as hit on the 4

th raid, 
on 8/9

th Sept 1915. 

John Nisbet, Hon Sec of the One Tree Hill Protest 
Com

m
ittee, taking tea w

ith his w
ife, Priscilla. 



The excavations carried out by the Great W
ar Archaeology Group in 2007 and 2008 

strongly suggest that this w
as a W

W
1 gun em

placem
ent.  



Gotha bom
bing raids began in 1917. 

The last and largest aeroplane raid of the w
ar w

as on the night of 19/20
th M

ay 1918, 
w

hen 38 Gothas flew
 over London.  

In total forty-nine people w
ere killed and 177 injured.  

This picture show
s a Gotha “in flight over London". 

This is w
hat alarm

ed Sydenham
 residents w

ould have seen on 19/20th M
ay 1918 

w
hen one of the planes dropped several bom

bs over Lew
isham

. 
 

One bom
b landed in Sydenham

, at the junction of Sydenham
 Road and Fairlaw

n Park, killing eighteen people. 
 



Betw
een 1911 and 1918 

Isaac Delahoy ran a 
greengrocer’s shop at 168 
Sydenham

 Road, on the 
corner of Fairlaw

n Park. 
 

Isaac, his w
ife Eliza, and 

daughters Beatrice, Laura 
and M

ary w
ere all killed. 

On 20
th M

ay 1918 a bom
b landed at the junction 

of Sydenham
 Road and Fairlaw

n Park, 
destroying three shops and killing 18 people. 

Site of 
Isaac Delahoy’s shop 



W
hen the bom

b landed, John Jacob Klingels, a baker, and his w
ife Sarah 

w
ere living at 233 Sydenham

 Road, on the corner of Sunnydene Street. John 
w

as killed and Sarah injured. 
 

John Klingels w
as born in Germ

any but had lived in London for m
any years. 

In 1907 he becam
e a naturalized British citizen. 

 
After John w

as killed Sarah w
ent to live 

w
ith her daughter in Blackheath. 

 
In Septem

ber 1918 her daughter found Sarah dead in a bath of cold w
ater. 

At the inquest the jury’s verdict w
as: 

“suicide…
 caused by the w

ar and other troubles”. 
 

Sarah left a note saying that “through this cruel, w
icked w

ar she had been 
tw

ice hom
eless, and her son w

as fighting for this country”. 
 

Their son, Augustus George Klingels served in the M
achine Gun Corps from

 
25

th Feb 1916 to 20
th June 1919. 

 

Evening Post, 20
th Sept 1918 

Site of 
John Klingels’ 

house 

Fairlaw
n Park 



On 22
nd August 1944 a V1 “buzz bom

b” landed at the junction of 
Fairlaw

n Park and Sydenham
 Road, destroying a dozen houses. 

 
Frederick Lew

is Dunsford Burgess, w
ho lived at 109 Fairlaw

n Park w
ith M

abel, 
his w

ife of less than four m
onths, w

as w
orking in the fam

ily grocer’s shop 
at 196 Sydenham

 Road w
hen the bom

b landed, 
destroying the shop and killing Frederick. 

 
Frederick’s father, w

hose w
ife died the previous year, 

lived round the corner at 7 Kent House Road. 
LCC Bom

b Dam
age M

aps, 1939-1945 (LTS, 2005) 

Site of 
Frederick Burgess’s shop 

destroyed in 1944 

Site of 
Isaac Delahoy’s shop, 

destroyed in 1918 
John Klingels’ house w

as 
also destroyed in 1944. 



Louis Raem
aekers w

as a Dutch cartoonist during First W
orld W

ar. 
He took a strong anti-Germ

an stance and often depicted Germ
ans as 

barbarians and the Kaiser as an ally of Satan. 
 

The Germ
an governm

ent offered a rew
ard for Raem

aekers, dead or alive. 
The Dutch governm

ent w
as forced to place him

 on trial for 
'endangering Dutch neutrality'. 

 
After he w

as acquitted Raem
aekers cam

e to to England, 
living at W

oodthorpe, on the site of Eliot Bank school. 

“Aren’t I a loveable fellow
?” 



Lord Robert Cecil w
as one of the creators of the League of Nations and in 1937 

w
as aw

arded the Nobel Peace Prize for his service to it. 
 

It his speech Lord Robert Cecil referred to the w
ar as “the w

ar to end w
ars” 

and expressed the belief that future disputes w
ould be resolved 

by the League of Nations, w
ithout the need for m

ilitary conflict. 
 

Harry Chiesm
an w

as the M
ayor of Lew

isham
 1919-1920. 

W
ith his brother he founded Chiesm

ans’ Departm
ent Store, Lew

isham
, in 1884. 

He lived at 17 Vancouver Road. 



On 18
th October 1940 a landm

ine hit 5 Bryden Grove. 
W

alter Dyer and his w
ife, Jane, w

ho had lived in Sydenham
 since their 

m
arriage in 1920 both died. 

 
They w

ere living w
ith their uncle, Alfred Gelsthorpe, w

ho w
as also killed 

together w
ith his sister-in-law, Elizabeth Forem

an.  

Letter to W
alter’s son about the unveiling 



Alfred Gelsthorpe had lived at 5 Bryden Grove since 1918.  
Alfred’s w

ife, Nellie, m
ust have been out of the house 

w
hen the bom

b struck as she lived until 1971. 
 

Next door, at 6 Bryden Grove, Jam
es Finn, his w

ife M
ary and 

daughter Bridget w
ere also killed. 

 



After the Germ
an invasion of Poland on 1

st Septem
ber 1939 the British am

bassador handed 
a note to the Germ

an governm
ent stating that unless they announced plans to 

w
ithdraw

 from
 Poland by 11:00 on the 3

rd Septem
ber a state of w

ar w
ould exist betw

een the tw
o countries. 

 
At 11:15  on 3

rd Septem
ber Neville Cham

berlain announced that the deadline for Germ
an w

ithdraw
al had expired, 

“no such undertaking has been received and consequently this country is at w
ar w

ith Germ
any.“ 

 
For som

e 8 m
onths after Cham

berlain’s announcem
ent things appeared to be relatively quiet. 

This period becam
e know

n as “the Phoney W
ar”. 

View
 from

 Horse Guards Avenue tow
ards the Tham

es. 
The plane tree survives as does the ornate cast iron lam

p-post 
although it has been m

oved som
e yards forw

ard. 



In Septem
ber 1935 Stanley Baldw

in published a circular, Air Raid Precautions, 
asking local authorities to m

ake plans to protect people in event of w
ar. 

Som
e authorities built air raid shelters but others ignored the circular. 

 
In April 1937 the governm

ent form
ed an Air Raid W

ardens' Service and recruited around 200,000 volunteers. 
 

W
ardens w

ere responsible for sounding air-raid sirens and  dealing w
ith unexploded bom

bs 
by evacuating buildings, closing roads and sum

m
oning the Bom

b Disposal Unit. 
 

They also rigidly enforced the blackout, patrolling streets to m
ake sure that no light w

as visible. 
If they did see a light they w

ould shout "Put that light out!" or "Cover that w
indow

!“. 

  
 

By 1940 38 m
illion gas m

asks had been issued. 
Those w

ho did not carry them
 could be punished. 

Air Raid W
ardens w

ere responsible for ensuring 
that people, including children and babies, 

had gas m
asks w

ith them
 at all tim

es. 



The Rink, Silverdale 
W

hen this picture w
as taken “The Card” w

as the 
m

ain feature conveniently dating the picture to 1922. 

Louise House in Dartm
outh Road, the Rink Cinem

a in Silverdale and Forest Hill Station 
w

ere used by Air Raid W
ardens during the w

ar. 

Louise House seem
s to have been the principal centre in Lew

isham
. 

It w
as described in 1939 as 

“Air Raid Precautions (Lew
isham

 Borough)” . 

Forest Hill Station 



M
orrison shelters w

ere to be used indoors and w
ere intended for 

houses that had no cellar. They w
ere provided free to those earning 

less than £350 a year. The shelters had a steel top and m
esh sides and 

fam
ilies w

ere encouraged to sleep in them
. It w

as intended to protect 
people from

 the effects of bom
b blast. 

Air Raid Precautions (ARP) w
as responsible for pre-fabricated air-raid shelters 

such as the Anderson and M
orrison shelters and also the upkeep of local public shelters. 

Anderson shelters w
ere distributed from

 February 1939, 
free to households w

ith earnings of less that £250 a year. 
They w

ere m
ade of corrugated panels that had to be 

bolted together and buried about 4 feet deep. 
Often they w

ere covered w
ith soil. 



“There w
ere air raid shelters in the street…

 great big concrete buildings w
ith no w

indow
s 

and a doorw
ay w

hich w
as a kind of L-shape to deal w

ith the blast of bom
bs that fell” 

 
“If you w

ere in a shelter at night and there w
as an air raid, it w

as difficult to sleep w
ith 

the sound of hundreds and hundreds of aeroplanes in the sky, and the sound of anti-
aircraft guns around you, all going at once. Then there w

ould be the bom
bs dropping.” 

M
rs Kelley (1985) 

Sign to the shelter in the Dartm
outh Arm

s car park 

The governm
ent began building 

com
m

unal shelters in M
arch 1940. 

The w
alls w

ere of brick w
ith a concrete roof. 



This public air-raid shelter, 
in the playground of 

Our Lady & St Philip Neri school, 
is probably the last surviving 

com
m

unity shelter in the area.  



“They looked like great big elephants. They had tw
o enorm

ous flaps com
ing out at one end, 

w
ith a bit in the m

iddle and they w
ere a lovely silvery colour. They w

ere stationed in all of the parks. 
There w

as one in M
ayow

 Park, Alexandra Park, W
ells Park, H

ornim
ans – each park w

as like a tiny barracks. 
There w

ere barrack room
s for the people w

ho m
anned the barrage balloon and the anti-aircraft gun and the search light.” 

M
rs Kelley (1985) 

Barrage balloons w
ere intended to deter low

-flying dive-bom
bers 

forcing them
 to fly higher and into the range of anti-aircraft guns. 

Barrage balloons over Buckingham
 Palace. 



Elsie W
iddow

son (1906-2000) Elsie W
iddow

son w
as “one of the forem

ost nutritional scientists”.  
In 1939 she w

as asked by the governm
ent to research 

the potential health consequences that m
ight arise from

 food rationing. 
Her w

ork form
ed the basis of how

 food w
as allocated during the w

ar and post-w
ar period. 

As a result of her proposals health, infant m
ortality and life expectancy all im

proved.  
 

Elsie attended Sydenham
 County Secondary School, now

 Sydenham
 School in Dartm

outh Road. 
Her entry in the DNB refers to “the rem

arkably enlightened staff” at the school 
w

ho encouraged her to study science. 

Alan Northcott lived at 20 Girton Road from
 1939-1964. 

This ration book w
as issued to him

 in October 1939. 
At the beginning of January 1940 bacon, butter and sugar w

ere rationed. 
Alan registered to buy food from

 Boxalls, at 46 Sydenham
 Road, 

and the Co-Op, at 63 Sydenham
 Road. Rationing finally ended in 1954. 



On 14
th M

ay 1940 Anthony Eden broadcast to the nation 
asking for m

en betw
een the ages of 15 and 65 to offer their services. 

Their principal duty w
ould be to fight enem

y airborne troops w
ho m

ight land in this country. 
W

ithin a few
 w

eeks over a m
illion had volunteered. 

The 19
th County of London (S S Gas Co) battalion of the Hom

e Guard w
as 

form
ed in June 1940 and disbanded in Novem

ber 1944. 
Here, in the gas-w

orks, they are preparing for a m
arch past 

in Hyde Park in front of King George VI. 
This “trophy of arm

s” consists of 
2 pikes and a cudgel, issued to the Hom

e 
Guard w

hen w
eapons w

ere in short supply. 
It w

as erected in the Livesey M
em

orial Hall.  



The duties of fire w
ardens w

ere very sim
ilar to those of air raid w

ardens 
except that fire w

ardens w
ere usually stationed inside buildings. 

Like air raid w
ardens they w

ere issued w
ith 

a tin hat, w
histle, red bucket, stirrup pum

p and arm
band. 

 
These fire w

ardens w
ere based at Sydenham

 High School from
 1940 to 

1945. 



Tafani  w
as and artist w

ho served as a fire w
arden at Sydenham

 H
igh School from

 1940-1945. 
This painting, from

 the roof of the school, 
m

akes it clear w
hy the w

ardens w
ere based here. 

82 Law
rie Park Road, 1925-1926 

42 Law
rie Park Road,  1927-1930 

Flat 1, 70 W
estw

ood H
ill, 1932-1957 



The Blitz 
Starting on 7

th Septem
ber 1940 London 

w
as bom

bed by the Luftw
affe for 57 consecutive nights. 

The raids continued sporadically until 21
st M

ay 1941. 
 

In London m
ore than 20,000 civilians w

ere killed and 
over a m

illion houses destroyed or dam
aged. 

V-1 flying bom
bs 

Know
n as buzz-bom

bs or doodlebugs, 
raids began on 13

th June 1944. 
By Septem

ber 1944 the allies had over-run 
the launch sites and the raids ceased. 

Lew
isham

 suffered particularly badly from
 V-1 attacks.   

V-2 rockets 
The first V-2 w

as launched tow
ards London 

on 8th Septem
ber 1944, and the last on 27

th M
arch 1945. 

These rockets landed w
ithout w

arning. 
The w

orst strike w
as on W

oolw
orth's in New

 Cross Road 
w

hen 160 people w
ere killed and 108 seriously injured. 

Throughout the w
ar there w

ere periods of relative calm
 and periods of intense and highly destructive bom

bing. 



During the evening of Sunday 25
th August 1940 the Colum

bia Ribbon and Carbon Factory, 
in Kangley Bridge Road, opposite Low

er Sydenham
 station, received a direct hit. 

Nobody w
as injured. This w

as the first of m
ore than 44 explosive devices to land in Sydenham

 during the w
ar. 

At 6pm
 on 7

th Septem
ber 1940 58 Sydenham

 Road w
as hit by a bom

b. 
The shop and a house of five room

s, possibly 1 Tannsfeld Road, w
ere dam

aged. 
Shops adjoining and opposite no.58 w

ere also dam
aged. 

An auxiliary fire service officer w
as injured, the first person in Sydenham

 to be injured by enem
y action. 

 
By the end of the w

ar 58 and 60 Sydenham
 Road w

ere still unoccupied. 

58, Sydenham
 Road, Golden City 



On 19
th Septem

ber 1940 the air raid sirens sounded. 
Albert Oddy and his fam

ily w
ent, as they had been advised, 

to the Anderson shelter they had recently built in their back garden.  
 

There w
as a direct hit on their back garden. 

Albert, his w
ife, their five children and a friend w

ere killed, a total of eight deaths. 
 

The house w
as barely dam

aged. 

The first deaths in Sydenham
 w

ere in a tragic incident at 
55 Bradford Road, off W

ells Park Road. 



W
alter Cobb opened his first shop in this 

terrace in about 1862. 
He gradually expanded into neighbouring shops 

until, by 1900, the w
hole terrace 

had becom
e one of south London’s 

largest and m
ost popular departm

ent stores. 

During the 1930s, despite the im
m

inence 
of w

ar, the shop w
as m

odernised. 
The re-opening w

as celebrated w
ith 

a “M
odernisation Event”. 



The celebrations w
ere short-lived. 

On 23
rd October 1940 Cobbs w

as hit and w
hat the 

bom
b didn’t destroy the raging fire that follow

ed did. 
Tw

enty fire crew
s w

ere needed to extinguish it. 

Apparently the safe survived both the bom
b attack 

and the fire. 



On Sunday 15
th Septem

ber 1940, at 12:05pm
, a Dornier w

as shot dow
n over London. The plane crashed onto 

Victoria Station and tw
o of the airm

en subsequently died. One survived, and caused great excitem
ent by 

parachuting dow
n into W

ells Park. He w
as im

m
ediately taken prisoner. 

W
ells Park from

 Longton Avenue 

“As I recall, the airm
an’s descent w

as m
ade during a spectacular ‘dogfight’ on a bright early 

Autum
n day. I w

as told that one of the first on the scene w
as the butcher, M

r W
ellbeloved, from

 W
ells 

Park Road w
ho w

as arm
ed w

ith a m
eat cleaver!” Ow

en W
ood (1994) 

W
ilfred W

ellbeloved had a butcher’s shop at 78 W
ells Park Road from

 1933 until his death in 1942. 
He w

as also the father of Jam
es W

ellbeloved, Labour/SDP politician w
ho lived in Sydenham

 until the late 1930s. 



On 8
th Decem

ber 1940 Edw
in Charles Rhodes, 

aged 13, son of Edw
in and M

ary Rhodes, 
w

as severely injured w
hen a bom

b struck 
42 De Frene Road. 

He died the sam
e day at the South Eastern 

Hospital for Children. 
 

After their house w
as bom

bed Edw
in and M

ary 
lived in Addington Grove until the 1950s. 

The draw
ing is by Ken Shand, 

w
ho still lives in the area. 

His fam
ily lived at 44 De Frene Road 

from
 about 1936, 

shortly after these houses w
ere built. 

   
In 1945 nos. 38-44 w

ere unoccupied. 
By 1947 the Shand fam

ily had m
oved back to 44 

and by 1948 no.42 had been rebuilt. 

46-42 De Frene Road 



O
n 16

th  A
pril 1941 D

artm
outh Road, at the junction w

ith 
Chesem

an Street, w
as h

it b
y p

air o
f “p

arach
u

te m
in

es”. 
Th

ese b
o

m
b

s, also
 called

 “lan
d

m
in

es”, exp
lo

d
ed

 as th
ey 

hit the ground and are reckoned to have caused 
m

ore dam
age that any other type of explosive. 

 
Tw

enty-one people w
ere killed and 25 injured. 

Six of those killed w
ere policem

en 
on duty at the police station. 



O
ne of those injured w

as Charles Jennings, a 
policem

an w
ho lived w

ith his fam
ily at 7 

Chesem
an Street.  H

is w
ife and daughter w

ere 
sheltering in a M

orrison shelter at the back of 
the house. A

lthough the house w
as badly 

dam
aged they survived. 

 
Charles w

as on firew
atch on the roof of the 

police station; he w
as severely injured, 

including dam
age to his skull. H

e spent 2 years 
receiving treatm

ent w
hich included inserting a 

m
etal plate to replace the dam

aged part of his 
skull. H

e died in 1959, aged 54. 

“I have a brother w
ho w

as born in 1943. W
hen m

y m
other w

as pregnant 
she had to attend a clinic w

hich w
as behind the library next to the 

sw
im

m
ing pool on the w

ay to Forest H
ill. I can rem

em
ber m

um
 and m

e 
being m

achine gunned w
alking dow

n the m
ain road just by the school fence 

on the w
ay to the clinic; she laid on top of m

e (lum
p and all) tight up 

against the fence to m
iss the bullets.” Jacqui Sault (Australia, 1998) 

From
 a letter w

ritten by Jacqui Sault (nee Jennings) in 1998.  
H

er  fam
ily lived at 7 Chesem

an Street 1936-1967. 

7 Chesem
an Street 



On 20
th January 1943 a group of Focke-W

ulf fighter 
bom

bers approached Lew
isham

 in w
hat 

the Germ
ans called a “terror raid”. 

Each plane carried an 1100 pound bom
b 

and a m
achine gun. 

 
At 12:30pm

, during lunch hour, one of the planes 
 m

achine-gunned people in Sangley Road and Sandhurst 
Road before circling round the school 

and dropping its bom
b 

killing 38 children and 6 teachers. 

Sandhurst School, M
inard Road, Catford 

The bom
b destroyed the left hand block, including the dining hall. 

“I rem
em

ber 20
th January 1943 a G

erm
an bom

ber blew
 up 

the school in Sandhurst Road ,C
atford. Tried to bom

b the 
gas holders at Sydenham

 G
as w

orks then cam
e up 

Sydenham
 H

igh Street just as m
any of us had com

e out of 
Adam

srill Road School to go hom
e to lunch. H

is m
achine 

guns fired but shop keepers pulled us indoors.” Sean (STF) 

“M
y in-law

s, W
illiam

 Rees and fam
ily, lived at 

24 C
harlecote G

rove. H
e w

as a gardener and during 
the w

ar w
as on heavy rescue w

ith the ARP. 
H

e w
as involved in rescuing the kids from

 the bom
bed 

school in C
atford, w

hich broke his heart, and 
shortly afterw

ards he died.” Reg O’Neil 



O
n 7

th O
ct 1943 a Junkers Ju88, under heavy shelling, 

jettisoned its bom
bs. 

O
ne destroyed 16-22 Earlsthorpe Road and 71-85 Sydenham

 Road. 
V

iew
 from

 Earlsthorpe Road. 

A
lbert D

ubber 
and his daughter, 
G

ertrude Facer, 
died at no. 18. 

 
M

argaret G
arvey 

died at no. 20.  
22-20 Earlsthorpe Rd 



Thirteen people died w
hen Ferm

or Road w
as hit 

by a V1 on 21
st June 1944. 

This w
as the highest casualty rate from

 a V1 in the area. 
 

The photograph show
s the site of 56-50 Ferm

or Road. 
Eleven people died here. 

 
The ruined house on the right w

as possibly 
42 Ferm

or Road w
here Thom

as Pearsons, a teacher, 
and his w

ife Elizabeth had lived since 1911. 
Elizabeth w

as injured by the bom
b 

and died several hours later in Sydenham
 Children’s Hospital. 



The booking hall w
as 

rebuilt in 1883. 
It w

as one of the m
ost 

distinctive buildings 
in the area. 

 
The present station w

as 
built in the early 1970s. 

Forest Hill Station in the 1930s. 



In the late afternoon of 23
rd June 1944 

the air raid sirens sounded. 
A large group of people w

ent to shelter 
in the station underpass. 

 
At 5:45pm

 a V1 exploded on 
the pedestrian subw

ay 
killing 3 people and injuring 18. 

The station building w
as severely dam

aged 
and several nearby shops destroyed. 

Dorothy How
ard w

as one of the three w
ho died. 

 
She w

as born Dorothy M
ary Beacham

 in 1907. 
In about 1914 her fam

ily m
oved to Blythe Vale. 

 
In 1932 she m

arried John W
illiam

 How
ard 

and they m
oved to a flat in Perry Vale. 

 
Dorothy trained as a nurse and during the w

ar 
w

as an Air Raid W
arden. 

Dorothy is rem
em

bered 
on the W

ar M
em

orial in 
St M

ary’s churchyard 

National Probate Register 



The station in 1944 

The station in about 1952 



Born Sydenham
 1920,  died 18

th M
ay 2011 

Reg O’Neil lived w
ith his parents at 

Derby House, 46 Trew
sbury Road from

 1935 until 1940 
w

hen he joined the RAF. 
 

On 26
th June 1944 the house w

as hit by a V1 “buzz bom
b”. 

According to Reg his parents w
ere on duty as Air Raid W

ardens at 
the Rink Cinem

a in Silverdale at the tim
e and nobody w

as hurt. 



London 26
th June 1944 
 

…
flying bom

b struck in south east London 
early this m

orning causing extensive 
dam

age to houses and other properties. 
 

The bom
b struck [a] large house in its ow

n 
grounds alm

ost razing house. Casualties 
w

ere light, seeing large extent [of] dam
age. 

W
arden and w

ife w
ere saved m

iraculously 
by hall-w

ay boarded w
ith planks. As [the] 

house crashed they w
ere saved by w

alls 
supported by boarding. 

 
“Crash of buzzer w

orse than crash 
ordobom

b” say people affected by these 
m

onstrous w
eapons of a nazi w

ar.  Guns are 
ineffectual in w

aging w
ar antibuzzer. 



The Germ
an Church w

as seriously dam
aged w

hen a V1 
landed in Dacres Road in August 1944. Although it m

ight 
have been repaired nothing happened and 

it gradually deteriorated. 
 

In 1953 the LCC threatened to com
pulsorily purchase the 

site for housing if a church w
as not built.  

Finally, in 1954, the Germ
an com

m
unity agreed 

to rebuild the church. 
The new

 church w
as  opened in 1958. 
 

The church w
as dedicated to Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 

pastor of the church from
 1933-1935 w

ho returned to 
Germ

any to oppose the Nazis. 
 

He w
as im

prisoned and eventually killed by them
. 

The original church w
as built in 1882. 

By 1950 only the spire rem
ained. 



Probably the last bom
b to fall in the area w

as a V2 that 
destroyed both 73 and 75 Crystal Palace Park Road (near the 

junction w
ith W

estw
ood Hill) on 15

th  M
arch 1945. 

 
These w

ere tw
o large Victorian house 

that had been converted into flats. 
Nine people died here. 

 
Elizabeth Kim

pton, Dorothy Philp, M
arguerite Pillow, Edw

in 
Pillow

 and Ada W
oods died at no.73. 

Several of them
 are on the m

em
orial in St Barts. 

 
Edw

ard Jones, a stockbroker, and his w
ife Anne Georgina 

had lived at no.75 since 1939. 
They w

ere both killed by the V1 and 
both on the m

em
orial in St Barts. 

The site of the houses is now
 an entrance to the park. 



From
 The Battle for South London, an account of the 

V1 flying bom
b raids, published W

inter 1944. 
After the last launch site had been over-run by allied forces 

in Septem
ber 1944 censorship w

as lifted 
and new

spapers could report on w
hat had happened. 

From
 the Thanksgiving Celebrations leaflet. 



M
em

orial in St Barts to 
37 civilians killed in W

orld W
ar II. 

      
Dorothea Griffith 

and the Sheard fam
ily 

died at Panm
ure Road. 

 
Edw

in and Anne Jones, 
Elizabeth Kim

pton, 
Edw

in and M
arguerita Pillow, 

Dorothy Philp 
and Ada W

oods 
died at Crystal Palace Park Road. 



All Saints, Trew
sbury Road 

Holy Trinity, Sydenham
 Park 

Baptist Chapel, Perry Rise 

W
esley Hall, Sydenham

 Road 



George Arthur Know
land (1922-1945) 

Lived at 17 Fransfield G
rove, probably as a foster child. 

Lieutenant, served in the W
orld W

ar 2 

Gordon Cam
pbell (1888-1983) 

Lived at A
irds, 2 Crescent W

ood Road 1901-1911 
Com

m
ander, RN

, served in W
orld W

ar 1 

Henry W
illiam

 Engleheart (1863-1939) 
Lived at 18 Charlecote G

rove 1863-1869 
Sergeant, served in the Boer W

ar 

Philip (Pip) Gardner 
Lived at 37 Trew

sbury Road 1914-1939 
Served in W

orld W
ar 2 

Francis John W
illiam

 Harvey (1873-1916) 
Born Kirkdale V

illa, Kirkdale 1873 
M

ajor, served in W
orld W

ar 1 

Alfred Henry Hook 
Lived on Sydenham

 H
ill  

Served in Zulu W
ar 

 
George Evans (1876-1937) 

Lived in A
nerley,  

W
orked for N

SPCC in Sydenham
 

Sergeant M
ajor, served in W

orld W
ar 1 

 
Richard Basil Brandram

 Jones (1897-1916)  
Lived in H

onor O
ak Rise 1897-1902 

Served in W
orld W

ar 1 
 

John Lynn (1887-1915) 
Born 20 H

indsley Place, Perry Vale 
Served in W

orld W
ar 1 



Vera Brittain (1893-1970) w
as a pacifist, fem

im
inist 

and w
riter, author of Testam

ent of Youth. 
Donald Soper (1903-1998) 
lived w

ith his parents at 
243 Devonshire Road 
from

 1918 to 1923. 
He w

as a pupil at 
Haberdashers’ Aske’s School, Hatcham

.  



In 2011 the rem
ains of an RAF bom

ber that crashed in the Po Valley in Italy 
in 1945 w

ere discovered. Four airm
en died in the crash. 

The airm
en w

ere finally laid to rest, w
ith m

ilitary honours, 
on Thursday 18

th July 2013 at the W
ar Cem

etery in Italy. 
 

The fam
ily of one of the airm

en, David M
illard Perkins, w

as living at Border 
Road at the tim

e of his death. They also lived at 50 Law
rie Park Road.  

“Chris w
ith love”, “DP” 





























































WW1 Catford

Edward Kehlstadt was actually born in Germany, in the town of Gebweiler, Alsace (now in
France). When he became liable for service in the British armed forces in 1916, he was a
stockbroker’s clerk living with his English-born wife Blanche in (aptly, or unfortunately) in
Berlin Road, Catford – renamed Canadian Avenue in 1918. Edward Kehlstadt joined the 31st
Middlesex in March 1917. After training, he joined the 3rd Infantry Labour Company in
France in June 1917; he served with them for more than a year. Following a spell of leave
back in the UK in the summer of 1918, he went back out to France, but only until September
1918.

Edward Kehlstadt’s record of service
After being admitted to hospital with boils, Edward Kehlstadt was sent back to England at the
end of September and back to the 31st Battalion. A few weeks later, he died in Cavendish
Bridge Voluntary Aid Detatchment (VAD) Hospital in Shardlow, Derbyshire, on 21 October
1918. A few days later, he was buried in Ladywell cemetery.
Blanche Kehlstadt wrote to the War Office requesting a badge of the Middlesex Regiment as
a memento of her husband’s service with the unit. Edward’s name appears on the war
memorial at St Mary’s Church, Lewisham, where he and Blanche had married in 1909.
 












































































































